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Murex Trunculus
The Rediscovery of Techelles
or Just Another Fashion Fad

Summarized by Chaim Shulman
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I. History & Background
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B. 1857 Murex discovery

C. 1888 Radziner Rebbi identifies cuttlefish (Sepia
officinalis) astecheiles

D. 1913 Rav Herzog Disproves Radzyner Techeiles

E. 1913 Rav Herzog Identifies Murex trunculus as a
likely candidate as chilazon, but it's purple
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F. Rav Herzog suggests that Janthina snail may be
chilazon, but secretion turns brown

G. 1980 - Professor Elsner discovers that exposure to
sunlight causes Murex truncul us dye to produce blue
dye

H. 1993 - Amutat Ptil Tekhelet founded to produce
tekhelet strings

Il. Proofsfor Murex Trunculus Being Chilazon

A. Archeological evidence shows tremendous
amounts of Murex shellsin coast of Northern Israel
and Lebanon, in areaidentified in Maseches Shabbos
as place chilazon trappers are
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B. Chilazon isidentified as having a shell in Shir
Hashirim Raba and in Maseches Shabbos
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C. Zevulunispromised Sefunei Timunei Chol -
Murex Snail Burrowsin Sand
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D. Etymology - In Farsi Chilazon isa Snail; Raavia
guotes Y erushalmi that Chilazon is Propherin which is
Greek word for Murex
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| dentifies techeiles with the Greek word for Murex
(not Janthina or cuttlefish).

E. Gemara Shabbos says the chilazon must be alive
to produce good dye - consistent with mucus of Murex
that deteriorates soon after death
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F. If Not Murex, Should Have Excluded It Like Kala
Ilan

I11. Problems With Murex Theory & Solutions

A. Chilazon Braisa
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B. Problem 1 with Braisa - 0¥ ma17 191
Solution - Sea fouling gives it appearance like the
seabed

C. Problem 2 with Braisa - 372 nm7 10°°2
Solution - Its creation islike fish in that it spawns eggs
like fish

D. Biggest problem with Braisa - mw o°yaw? nx 721w
Possible solution - Comes up on the beach very
infrequently

E. Problem with chemical testsin gemaraif Murex
dyeischemicaly identical to Kalallan (indigo)



Perhaps test detects impuritiesin plant-derived indigo -
Not satisfactory answer
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F. How same chemical could be valid if snail-
derived and invalid if plant-derived

IV. Is Mesorah Needed to Determine Techeiles?
Should You Wear Murex Dyed Tsitsisif Just a ppo?

A. Do you need aMesorah? Differing Views of Beis
Halevi's Objection

1. Negative mesorah
2. The Rav says need positive mesorah.

B. What if just a poo if Murex istecheiles? Should
you wear the Murex tsitsis?

1. 7mon argument would likely apply for just apso

2. Need color of beged - 7157 11 according to one
view of rishonim
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C. Concern of Rav Avner of X171 *min - See o y™"w
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